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'GLASNOST' IN JORDAN

FHILIP GEYELIN
STAFF

ANMAN-WHENTHREE CABINET MINISTERS, T
AND THE MAYOR

HE HEAD OF THE RovaL COURT

OF AMMAN ALL RESIGN AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, YOU WouLD

ORDINARILY FIGURE THAT JORDAN'S HASHEMITE MONARCHY I8 IN THE THROES

OF YET AMOTHER LIFE-THREATENING UFHEAVAL . :

A RUFFLE OF DODMSDAY URUMBEATS ON INFLUENTIAL OP-ED PAGES IN
RECENT WEEKS POINTS IN

THE SAME DIRE DIRECTION -~ TO A CRUMBLING OF
KING HUSSEIN'S BEDOUIN FOWER BASE, TO THE SUPPOSED COLLAPSE OF
JORDANTS ECONDMY, TO A GROWING THREAT TO T

HE THRONE FROM ISLAMIC
FUNDAHENTALISTS, TO SEETHING DISCONTENT AHONG THE DISPLACED
FALESTINIANS THAT

HAKE UP MAYBE HALF OF JORDAN'S POPULACE.

IF TRUE: THAT'S DISTURBING STUFFr WHEN YOU'RE TALKING ABOU!
MONARCH WHOSE 37-YEAR REIGN HAS ONLY HARROWLY SURVIVED
COUNTLESS ARDRTIVE COUPS AND ASSASSINATION ATTEHFTS. ANYTHING THAT
UNSETTLES THIS KEYSTONE KINGDOM, WEDGED INTO THE CENTER OF THE
HIDEAST POWER STRUCTURE, IS UNSETTLING FOR THE HIDDLE EAST. S0 KING
HUSSEIN'S ARRUPT ANNDUNCEMENT» IN JULY 1988y THAT HE WaAS CUTTING
JORDANTS LasT CONMNECTIONS WITH THE WEST BANK DID INDEED CREATE A
CRISIS OF SORTS.

JORDANIAMS OF FALESTINIAN ORIGINM WERE BADLY BHAKEM. THE SHOCK
WAVES ToOK A HEAVY TOLL on JORDAN'S FRAGILE ECONOMY. LAST SPRING,
AUSTERITY HMEASURES SFARKED RIOTS IN SOUTHERN JORDAN» A SUPFDSED
STRONGHOLDy FORCING HUSSEIN TO FALL BACK ON A FAMILIAR FORMULA: A
SHAKEUF OF HIS GOVERNMENT AMD AN EHERGENCY APPEAL FOR A FINANCIAL
BAILOUT FROM HIS WELL-HEELED FELLOW HONARCHS IN THE FERSIAM GULF.

IT WORKED - BUT DMLY UF TO A FOINT. JORDAN’S ECONOMY IB
ACTUALLY REROUNDINMG: CONFIDENCE IN ITS CURRENCY HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT,
RESTORED. mUT

THOSE AFRIL RIOTS ALSD TURNED OUT TO BE A WARNING SIGN
UF SOMETHING MDRE FROFOUND.

THIS TIME AROUNDS HUSSEIN FINDS HIMSELF
FORCED TO COME TO TERMS NOT WITH SOME FHYSICAL CHALLENGE TO HIS
SECURITY BUT WITH SOCIDECONOMIC ISSUES HAVING TO DO WITH OFFICIAL
CORRUFTION: GOVERMMENT INEFTITUDE, SUPPRESSION OF FOLITICAL RIGHTS.

WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE, THEN, IS NEW aND DIFFERENT — a

FUNDAHENTAL» PERHAPS GENERATIONAL TRANSITION THAT I5 BOTH LESS
THREATENING AND MORE FROMISING THAM THE CRISIS-HOMBERS WOULD HAVE
YOU BELIEVE, HUSSEIN IS HOT
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